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The Situation in South Vlatnam No. 15 1 " ‘ M
» 

' 1. Allied torees appear to have regained the 
initiative in many of South Vietnam's urban areas. 
80st oi tho major provincial capitals were reported - 
relatively quiet throughout_the night of 4~5 Fab-1 

. ruary ind into the morning. Bitter fighting still 
' continues in Hue, however, as well ns in isolated ' 

' uectlons of Saigon and in several largo elties 
- and district towns. The Communists I150 hit at 

the Bank after a long period at relative quiet. 
2. Tmoro havo boob u5".1g.1:1..n¢ politicil

' 

developments since those reported in the 5 Feb- 
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?:§:' " 3. Early on 5 February, US Karine: drove back 
_ 

Some 200 to 300 Rorth Vietnamese regulars during an 
assault on tho dotonoivo position atop strategic " 

5 Hill 861. The attack was ntagod in conjunction 
with A tour-hour nrtillary, rocket, and mortar 

. barrage on the main bane camp of Koo Saab. 

3!‘? 

""“§- 

“ - 4. Communist 105598 totaled 100 killed in __ 
eonbraafi to American casualties at Ieven kgllod 

- and 44 wounded. no major damage to the base was 
‘ 

. reported and the birstrip remains open. 
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5. Bitter, doov~tu~door fighting was repurtud 

eont1nu1hg.1n Rue as US and south Vietnamese soldiers 
exert increasing pressure on uockets ef enemy fB~ ; 

- sistenca in several sectors 0! the city. Pragresc < 

is slaw, with determined Cemmuhist elements clinging 
to isolated strongpolnts in the citadel and on the~south 
bank of the Partuma River. '

G 

5. Heavy fighting erupted in the uarket place 
at Texan Phong, A district capital Just to the north 

- at Quang Tri city, at mid-mnraing today. Additaahally 
tour, passtbly eight, Communist battalions are rev 
.ported moving toward Quang Tri city iron the south~ 
west, and at is possible that a new attack is upcoming 

~ in this area, although there is no other cun£1rme~ 
clan at the report. -

' 

7- ' fiiher reports state the Communists are " 

planning to strike tho provincial eapituls oi flan Ky‘ 
. ané Quahg fight eity ahu several district towns soma- 
time hu£are~10 January. Although such reports of ' 

imminent enemy action may be part of n Communist scare 
campaign, the enemy-still retains the potential to 
eount at 1east'11m1ted Attacks, supported by mortar 
and rocket-torays throughout I Corps. " 

_
'

~ 

' -B. There are no developments on the massing 
. of North Vietnamese iorces, including the entire 2nd 

Division, 1n tho Ba Hung area reporteé Ln our Sitreps 
~- of 3 end 4 February. ‘? l 
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9. During the night of 4~5 February and up to - 

aid-merning tuday, there was relatively little enemy 
offensive activity throughout the central part of 

. South Vietnam. Allied forces euntinue to flush out 
.areas where Imhll elements are holed up in several _ 

cities such :9 Thy Hoa, Ban Ha Thuot, and Dalat. ‘ 

In Knntum and Pleiku, the situation was repurtod 
Fvery qu1et;" Sporadic, light mortar attacks were 
directed at a tow cities Last night but damage and 
easualties were reported ltght. ,
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10. Communist military forces in the western . “' 

highlands, under the direction of the B~3 Frdnt, - 

continue to pose a substantial threat to key cities 
and mnjnr allied outposts there. Three regimen 

_ I '1fl1_?1i<3ift1Yinanxese ist Division have been 
'

» 

re10c=ating tn the Dal: To area ni” 
_< ' 

_6éR*ra1§’on‘fifi"Yrovinco. This maneuver was further
> 

confirmed by two prisoners purported1y.£rom the 
North Vietnamese 32nd Regiment which, according to » 

the qaptives, is about to launch a threewpronged . 

attack on Dak To, together with the 66th and 174th 
regiments. A rocket and mortar attack there on 3 
February was reported earlier. Other Communist main '. 
‘force units remain active in the vicinity at Kontum V 

'and Fleiku cities, and another major round of iight=,' 
ing cculd develop there. V 
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'. 11. No new attacks were reported in the 111‘ 
Corps area last night or early this morning. 
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quarter in the southwest corner oi the capital, but 
firing ineidents have been reporteé in nearly every. 
section. __ _ 

' -
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13. U3 intelligence sources in Saigon ieei that 
5 relatively small number of Viet Cong are responsible _ 

i ;J3 
for the most recent terrqrist activities. At n00n on 
5 February (lacal Vietnam time) U8 officials esti~ , 

mated that less than 100_Viet Cong "action agontafi.
5 

remained in the city with probably tzhree-»:Eouu: _bat:-‘ 
‘* 

taliaus-on the boundaries of the western precincts. I 

- v . ~ .
\ 

I .14-. Strcng enemy main forces, in addition, still
' 

appear to'bo déployed within striking range of the 
capital. Then is iurther evidence that the Viet 
Cong 9th Division has moved towards Saigon irom 
northwest III Corps, a movem%nt which was goported 
earlier based on captured documents
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The US CC'mm1Z‘xl‘ld disclosed last nightthat 
prisonexs ,rom all threu regzments of the 9th D1v1~ 
sion have been captured in recent days in thg general 
area north and west'of Saigon. 

_ " .

L 

15., Information has coma in from a number of 
prisuner ihterrogation5 which tends to support the 
theory that, in general, the Communists may_have be» 
licved that the people of Saigon and other urban -’

. 

areas were "xipe for ravo1ut1oh."- Low level cadre, 
for example, apparently were not provided with w1th~ - 

' drawal plans $ince their superiors told them there _i 
‘ could he no question but that a "general uprising" _ 

would be spagkad. ~ 

. 16. Nevertheless, the Communist high command *

_ 

was prudent enough not to commit all of their reserves 
~t0 the first assault. Thus, it is possible that the P 

viewpoints expressed by the prisoners mainly reprea 
sent exhortative propaganda pumped into them by the 

, 
hardcore cadre, and ave not true representations of 

. the real Cummunist estimates and intentions. 
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~q 1?. US iorces remainéd in contact with an asti» _
M 

. mated 100 Viet Cong within the provincial capital of i 4 

. Vinh Long early this morning. Fighting also continued " 

within or oh the outskirts of a number of other prav- 
, incial eapitals and district towns in the delta. '

i 
0 , 

.

-

L 
‘ 18. At Go Cong a small Viet Cong force released 1 

over 100 prisoners from the provincial Jail; Tra 
Vinh continues £0 be surrounded-by some 2,000 of 
,the enemy. .
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